
 

  

 

Safety First 
 

 

Sleep is vital. Think about it: sleep loss causes performance to suffer, but getting plenty of sleep results in 
better performance. Most people wouldn’t consider going without food or water, and sleep is no different—
it’s a necessity. Lack of sleep is equivalent to being drunk. In fact, after being awake for 18–20 hours, you’d 
function as if you had a blood-alcohol content of .1% (about four drinks for a 150-pound man). Little or no 
sleep affects your eye-hand coordination, reaction time, and multitasking abilities—and how you remember 
important sequences, remain attentive, and stay organized. If you’re tired, you may be able to learn skills 
and work well enough, but training while fatigued might impact your ability to do your best. 
 

(SAFETY - Continued on page 3) 
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From the Wing Commander 

A Proud member of the United States Air Force “Total Force” 

RI Wing Encampment 2016 

By C/Col. Chase Boni 

    26  April 2016  -  NARRAGANSETT, RI – Each year, 
the 243rd. Regiment Regional Training Institute based at 
Camp Varnum in Narragansett becomes a beehive of 
CAP activity. The annual encampment is seen by many 
as the highlight event of the year. As well as fulfilling a 
requirement for the Mitchell award, cadets attending en-
campment learn skills and build bonds that last a life-
time. This year, 23 cadets attended encampment as stu-
dents, supported by 12 cadet staff members and 5 staff 
officers. In total, five wings were represented at this 

week’s encampment: Rhode Island, Connecticut, Ver-
mont, New Jersey, and Michigan. The 143rd. services 
flight of the RI Air National Guard also assisted, provid-
ing food throughout the week. 

   Encampment kicked off on Sunday, April 17th., when 
student cadets arrived at Camp Varnum. After inpro-
cessing, the cadets met their flight staff and got their first 
look at the barracks where they would be staying for the 
week. The students were then given a preliminary PT 
test, and instructed in the specifications for maintaining 

(See ENCAMPMENT - Continued on page 6) 

Hello Rhode Island Wing! 2015 was a good year for Rhode Island. We accomplished 
many things last year. The Annual Cadet Encampment was a huge success. We were suc-
cessful with our CAP/USAF Staff Assistance Visit and our SAR EVAL (Search and Rescue 
Evaluation). All of our squadrons are running excellent programs and participating in aero-
space and STEM kits. We had joint events with other youth organizations. Assisting the 
Rhode Island National Guard with its Annual Open House and Air Show. 

 

Our Public Affairs Office is doing an outstanding job in getting out the word to everyone. 
Don’t forget to say thank you to 2nd Lt. Robert Gubala and C/Col. Chase Boni on the photo-
graphs and articles that they have put together in the quarterly newsletter, “The Independ-
ent Flyer” and news bulletins.  

 
(See HILL - Continued on page 8) 

Col. Richard F. Hill 



 

2 

The Independent Flyer 
 

Published Quarterly by the Public Affairs Office of the RI Wing Civil 
Air Patrol, under the authority of Col. Richard F. Hill, Commander. 
 
2nd Lt. Robert M. Gubala, Ph.D.  email 
RI Wing Public Affairs Office, Editor-in-chief & Publisher 
 
C/Col. Chase S. Boni   email 
RI Wing Assistant Public Affairs Officer, Editor  
 

Contributors: 

Col. Richard F. Hill                                        C/Col. Chase S. Boni          
Lt. Col. Karen Cooper                                           C/TSgt Amira A. Aderibigbe 
Capt. Brian Smith                                                                             
2nd Lt. Robert M. Gubala    
    
                                                                        Click on the links below: 
 To subscribe to The Independent Flyer. 

 To be removed from mailing list. 

 To send us your news, photographs, editorials, etc. 

Welcome New Members! 
 

since 1 Oct 2015 
 

C/Amn LUNA, Fabian, Providence, RI 

C/Amn POWERS, Molly M., Warren, RI 

Cadet REYES, Cristal C., Providence, RI 

1st Lt SEVEY, Daniel T., Wakefield, RI 

C/Amn UNDERWOOD, Timothy R., Newport 

Cadet BAKER, Ryan C., Warwick, RI 

C/Amn DENNEN, Corinna E., Warwick, RI 

Cadet FERREIRA, Alexandre M., Bristol, RI 

SM ROCK, Cheryl A., Cumberland, RI 

SM TROOST-CRAMER, Kathleen, Bristol, RI 

Cadet SULLIVAN, Corbin J., Bristol, RI 

SM LEBOEUF, Claude, Warwick, RI 

Cadet BYANSKI, Mark W., Warwick, RI 

LM NARDOLILLO, Robert A. (Maj), Coventry, RI 

CAP Awards/Achievements 
 

since 1 Oct 2015 

 

Lt. Col. STRANAHAN, William H., LV3 6 Nov 15 

Lt. Col. STRANAHAN, William H., LOENING 6 Nov 15 

2nd Lt. GUBALA, Robert M., LV2 29 Dec 15 

2nd Lt. GUBALA, Robert M., DAVIS 29 Dec 15 

2nd Lt. ROMANO, Daryal R., YEAGER 5 Feb 16 

SM TROOST-CRAMER, Kathleen, LV1 10 Mar 16 

SM TROOST-CRAMER, Kathleen, MBRRBN 10 Mar 16 

1st Lt. SEVEY, Daniel T., LV1 19 Feb 16 

1st Lt. SEVEY, Daniel T., MBRRBN 19 Feb 16 

1st Lt. SEVEY, Daniel T., LV2 19 Feb 16 

1st Lt. SEVEY, Daniel T., DAVIS 19 Feb 16 

Lt. Col. AVILA, Jorge C., YEAGER 7 Jan 16 

1st Lt. SEVEY, Daniel T., YEAGER 20 Feb 16 

 

Congratulations to 1st Lt. Robert 

A. Gianopoulos, Jr., on his com-

pleting the requirements and earn-

ing the Davis Award, and as a re-

sult achieving his Leadership rib-

bon! 

 

Due to an error in the processing of paperwork, his name 

and presentation of his award were inadvertently omitted 

from the formal presentation ceremonies. 

SAVE  THE DATE - NOVEMBER 19, 2016! 
 

The 75th. Anniversary gala will be held Saturday evening, Novem-

ber 19th., 2016 at the West Valley Inn.  As we are in the early stag-

es of planning, details such as time, cost, etc., are yet to be deter-

mined.  These details shall be forthcoming shortly! 
 

We are urging ALL Wing members and their families to attend.  

Further details shall be forthcoming in the next couple of months.   
 

SAVE THE DATE - NOVEMBER 19, 2016! 

mailto:rgubala@riwg.cap.gov
mailto:panam2010@live.com
mailto:subscribecap@gmail.com?subject=SUBSCRIBE%20NEWSLETTER
mailto:unsubscribecap@gmail.com?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:newssubmitcap@gmail.com?subject=News%20Submission
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Many people believe that they can overcome being 
tired or “get used to it.” But evidence suggests 
sleeping only 6 hours can jeopardize your resili-
ence, health, and well-being. As people become 
more sleep-deprived, they become less aware that 
they’re impaired. When someone says, “I’m used to 
being tired,” they’re simply used to having impaired 
awareness and judgment. When possible, sleep 
more to help boost your energy level, thinking abil-
ity, and readiness! 
 
Capt. Brian Smith, RI Wing Safety Officer 

(SAFETY - Continued from page 1) 

West Bay Squadron visits Springfield Armory 

By C/TSgt Amira Aderibigbe 

   SPRINGFIELD, Mass - On Saturday, January 23rd, 

the West Bay Composite Squadron travelled to the 

Springfield Gun Armory in Springfield, MA. The Armory 

which opened in 1777, was the leading manufacturer 

and gun designer in the Country, during its existence.  It 

was a major supplier for the U.S. military especially dur-

ing the Revolutionary War.  

   Upon entering the edifice, we were greeted by a large 

spiral stairwell with a pulley system. Our tour guide that 

day explained to us that this was how the guns were 

quickly transported and stored throughout the large 

building.  We made our way to the theater where we 

were shown different types of guns that were used 

throughout the various wars. The demonstration started with a gun from the 

American Revolutionary War. It was a huge gun that was almost taller than 

some of our cadets, it took eleven steps to set up and load the gun. It was fol-

lowed by a slightly smaller gun from the 

Civil War that took nine steps to load and 

fire. Last was the smallest gun from World 

War I, it only took 4 steps to set up and 

load. Each cadet was given a chance to 

set the guns up for themselves. Later on 

during our visit we were allowed to wan-

der the museum by ourselves and look at 

many interesting exhibits.   

   The Armory is home to the largest collection of completely usable rifles in pris-

tine condition in the world.  The Springfield Armory eventually closed its doors in 1968. But for 191 years it served its 

country well, and with distinction. After we left the museum we ended the day the usual West Bay way, with a lunch 

at Five Guys!  

(L-R: Cadet Reyes, C/Amn Luna, Lt Col Bell, C/A1c Vargas, C/TSgt 

Romano, C/TSgt Lussier, C/TSgt Fontaine, C/TSgt Aderibigbe, 2d Lt 

Romano & 1st Lt Lussier. 
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“The Constitution of  

America only guarantees 

pursuit of  happiness-you 

have to catch up with it 

yourself. Fortunately, 

happiness is something 

that depends not on posi-

tion but on disposition, 

and life is what you make 

it.” 
 

 

Gill Robb Wilson 

Cadet Programs Project Officers Wanted 

The Rhode Island Wing Cadet Programs is looking for volunteers to run projects or special events associated with 

the Cadet Program throughout the year.  Do you have a special talent, a hobby, or something else that you would 

like to share with the cadets of this wing?  Do you enjoy a particular facet of the Cadet Program, such as High Ad-

venture activities, training, or some other portion of the Cadet Program?  If so – how about volunteering to lead? 

You have the opportunity to lead an activity and demonstrate leadership at the same time.  The cadets will have an 

opportunity to learn something new and work together.  The project does not have to be a large scale event.  Even 

small training sessions have incredible value. 

If you are interested in volunteering to lead a project for Cadet Programs, please contact Lt. Col. Karen Cooper at 

Wing Headquarters or karenjustin99@verizon.net with a brief description of the project, how many senior staff mem-

bers will be needed to support the project, and an approximate month that this project will be held.  All projects will be 

reviewed, but will require approval prior to implementing them.  If  you have any questions or would like to discuss 

potential projects prior to submitting a proposal, please contact Lt. Col. Cooper. 

Just for today – I will live through the next 12 hours 

and not try to tackle all of life’s problems at once. 

  
Just for today – I will improve my mind. I will learn 

something useful. I will read something that requires 

effort, thought and concentration. 
  

Just for today – I will be agreeable. I will look my best, 

speak in a well-modulated voice, be courteous and 
considerate. 

  

Just for today – I will not find fault with friend, relative 
or colleague. I will try to change or improve anyone 

other than myself. 

  
Just for today – I will have a program, I might not 

follow it exactly, but I have it. I will save myself from 

two enemies; hurry and indecision. 

  
Just for today – I will do a good turn and keep it secret. 

If anyone finds out, it will not count. 

  
Just for today – I will do two things I do not want to do 

just for the exercise. 

 
Just for today – I will believe in myself. I will give my 

best to the world and feel confident the world will give 

It’s best to me. 

 

 
Thank you Col. Hill for this inspirational find. 

  

Final Salute 

The RI Wing Civil Air Patrol 

pays its respects to the following member who has passed 

away: 

  

2nd Lt. Michael William Grossi 

24 January 2016 

mailto:karenjustin99@verizon.net
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2015:  A year of Accomplishments! 
By C/Col. Chase Boni 

   WEST WARWICK – 2015.  It was a year of great achievement for the Rhode Island Wing. In celebration of a 

successful year, cadets and senior members from around the wing gathered at the West Valley Inn in West War-

wick for the annual holiday party and awards banquet. Wing Vice Commander Lt. Col. Stranahan presided as Mas-

ter of Ceremonies. After the presentation of the colors, those in attendance enjoyed a delicious buffet dinner, fol-

lowed by a presentation by Northeast Region Commander Col. Daniel LeClair, outlining CAP’s goals for the new 

year.    

   Numerous cadets and senior members were recognized for 

their achievement and dedication over the course of the past 

year. Among the many awards: C/Lt. Col. Dan Sevey received 

the Ira C. Eaker Award, the second highest achievement in the 

cadet program; The 102nd. Comp. Squadron was recognized 

as a Quality Cadet Unit for 2015; Col. Richard Hill, Lt. Col. Phil 

Hirons, and Lt. Col. Richard Courtney received the Gill Robb 

Wilson Award, CAP’s highest award for senior member devel-

opment; Lt. Col. Warren Chin was recognized for 50 years of 

membership in the Civil Air Patrol; the wing’s four squadron 

commanders received achievement awards for their outstand-

ing leadership.  Maj. Robert Lisi; Commander’s Commenda-

tion (Wing) Maj. Jeanne Vetter, Maj. Donna Finch, Capt. David 

A. Anderson & 1st Lt. Paul D. Lussier.  

Col. Richard Hill, Lt. Col. Phil Hirons & Lt. Col. Richard Courtney 

pose after  receiving the Gill Robb Wilson Award,  CAP’s highest 

award for senior member development. (Boni) 

Maj. Jeanne Vetter shows off a plaque received in recognition of 

mentorship.   (Boni) 

NER Commander Col. Daniel LeClair delivers a 

presentation on CAP’s goals for the new year. (Boni) 

If everyone brings JUST ONE new member into the Wing, we’ve doubled in size!  So, LET’S SIGN ‘EM UP! 
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their bunks, lockers, and uniforms throughout the week.    
Monday morning wakeup was followed by morning PT, 
where the theme was “Marathon Monday” in honor of 
the Boston Marathon. Following morning formation and 
breakfast, students received instruction in drill and char-
acter development. Monday afternoon saw intense com-
petition between the two flights on the R.I. Army Nation-
al Guard rock wall. Aerospace education is one of 

CAP’s three congressionally 
mandated missions, and there 
was no shortage of aerospace 
knowledge being shared at en-
campment. On Tuesday, the 
classroom was fitted with two 
flight simulator Stations, allow-
ing the cadets to test their air-
manship in Microsoft Flight Sim-
ulator X. Throughout the week, 
cadets were given the oppor-
tunity for orientation flights in 
CAP aircraft, thanks to the tire-
less efforts of pilots from the 
Rhode Island and Connecticut 
wings.  

   Wednesday was perhaps the 
most looked forward to event of 
the encampment. After arriving 
at Quonset Air National Guard 
Base in the morning, all en-
campment attendees were up in 
the air in a RIANG C-130J air-
craft. Following an exciting flight    
around Nantucket sound, the encampment attendees 
took flight for a second time in the RI Army National 
Guard’s Blackhawk helicopters, receiving a stunning 
aerial tour of southern Rhode Island.  

   On Thursday, Camp Fogarty in East Greenwich, RI, 
became the hub of encampment activity. The cadets 
worked as a team and challenged themselves to com-

(ENCAMPMENT - Continued from page 1) plete Camp Fogarty’s rigorous confidence course. Fol-
lowing a hard day’s work, the cadets returned to Camp 
Varnum, to partake in recreational team sports and 
begin practice for graduation.  

   Friday was leadership day at encampment, where the 
students demonstrated how they had grown into a cohe-
sive unit over the course of the week by completing a 
series of teambuilding challenges. Friday night, the stu-
dents were given a follow-up PT test, and the encamp-

ment as a whole 
showed great improve-
ment.  

    Parents, family mem-
bers, and friends were 
all present for the 2016 
encampment graduation 
ceremony on Saturday, 
April 23rd. Rhode Island 
wing commander Col. 
Richard Hill and en-
campment commander 
Lt. Col. William Strana-
han, III delivered re-
marks.  Congratulations 
to the RI Wing Encamp-
ment class of 2016 as 

well as the staff members and 
supporters who made this year’s 
encampment possible. 

Left: Cadets from Vermont Wing arrive at encampment for in-processing. Right: members of the cadet support 

staff serving as encampment color guard lower the flag after evening formation.  (Boni) 

Awards were given for achievement throughout 
the week:  

 

 ALPHA Flight was r ecognized as honor  
flight for their consistently high performance on 
uniform and barracks inspections, as well as 
having the highest overall PT scores. 

 

 C/SSgt Elliot Entin was recognized as honor  
cadet for displaying leadership and a commit-
ment to the core values, as well as having con-
sistently high uniform, barracks, and PT scores. 

 C/A1C Eric Claros was recognized as most 
improved cadet for showing exceptional deter-
mination and commitment to the core value of 
Excellence throughout the week.  

 C/TSgt Zachary Fontaine was recognized as 
honor staff member for his tireless commitment 
to the well-being of his cadets and his ceaseless 
desire to improve his own leadership as Delta 
Flight Sergeant.   

C/Amn Fabian Luna tackling an obstacle 

at the Camp Fogarty confidence course. 

See more  

encampment 

photographs 

on 

Pages 10 & 11 
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Editorial:  Chain of Command 
   The entire concept and system of the Chain of Command, is not now, nor since its crea-

tion and implementation, been optional. Used in the military, religious institutions, universi-

ties and all successful organizations.  The Chain of Command is a clear, concise system, 

which allows for unobstructed reporting, communications and flow of critical information 

down AND up the chain.  The Civil Air Patrol, being the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air 

Force, is one of those organizations that embraces and realizes the importance and neces-

sity of the Chain of Command. It is within the chain, that effective, and oftentimes critical 

information travels through the organization.  

   Any deviation or stepping outside of the established system, except in cases of extreme 

emergencies is detrimental to the organization, hurts morale and undermines the very integrity of CAP.  The only 

exception, of course, would be if safety issues were being habitually ignored. Additionally, reporting or stepping out 

of the organizational structure can impair the organizations operational capabilities or worse yet, prevent the Wing 

from being able to respond to missions and emergencies when needed, effectively! 

   Take a moment to look at your particular Chain, and examine the way information, policies and procedures flow, 

and how vital it is that we follow the organizational procedures that have been put in place, and how damaging and 

costly it can be when we deviate from established protocols.                                  Semper Vigilans! 

2nd Lt. Robert Gubala 

Wreaths Across America 

Saturday, December 16, 2016 

Contact one of the squadrons listed at the end of this article to pre-order your 

wreaths TODAY. 

Each Wreath is only $25.00  

   May 2016 - Statewide.  Mark your calendars for Saturday, December 16th., 2016. Cadets 

and Senior members of the Rhode Island Wing - Civil Air Patrol, along with dignitaries and citizens from all over 

Rhode Island, Southeastern Massachusetts and beyond will gather to participate in honoring those who have served 

this country with courage and dignity at wreath laying ceremonies at the Rhode Island Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery, 

201 So. County Trail in Exeter. The ceremony is slated to begin at 12:00 noon.  

   The mission of Wreaths across America is to Remember, Honor, Teach, and is carried out in part by coordinating 

wreath laying ceremonies on a specified Saturday in December at Arlington, as well as veterans cemeteries and oth-

er locations in all 50 states and beyond. We also organize a week of events including international veteran’s tributes, 

ceremonies at State Houses and a weeklong “Veteran’s Parade” between Maine and Virginia where we stop along 

(See WREATHS - continued on page 8) 
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Calendar of Events 

MAY 

8           MOTHER’S DAY  

30                         MEMORIAL DAY (formerly Decoration Day) 

 

JUNE 

11 - 12    RIANG OPEN HOUSE & AIR SHOW 

14         FLAG DAY 

19                      FATHER’S DAY 

 

JULY 

22 - 24  SOUTH COUNTY BALLOON FEST 

 

AUGUST 

6                                    LEAPFEST 

 8                              VICTORY DAY (Formerly V.J. Day) 

 

SEPTEMBER 

5                                 LABOR DAY 

10                           RI WING ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

NOVEMBER 

1            ELECTION DAY 

11         VETERANS DAY 

19          RI WING “CAP 75TH. ANNIVERSARY GALA” 

24         THANKSGIVING DAY 

 

DECEMBER 

1                                    CIVIL AIR PATROL 75TH. ANNIVERSARY 

17          WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA - 2016 

25          CHRISTMAS DAY  

Tell the story of CAP 

   You don’t need to be a Public Affairs Officer to help tell 

the story of Civil Air Patrol.  If you have a story idea or a 

suggestion, drop us an email at: 

newssubmitcap@gmail.com 

   But if you decide that you would like to contribute, re-

member that for cadets submission and publication of 4 

articles, and for seniors, submission of 6 articles for the 

newsletter earns the writer an achievement award! 

REMEMBER:  If people don’t know we exist, then 

eventually we wont! 

I just want to say thank you to all the members of the 
Rhode Island Wing for doing a great job last year. We, 
as a team, pulled together to make it happen. Once 
again, Thank You! 

(HILL - Continued from page 1) 

the way to spread our message about the importance of 

remembering our fallen heroes, honoring those who 

serve, and teaching our children about the sacrifices 

made by veterans and their families to preserve our 

freedoms. This week of events is made possible by 

thousands of volunteers who organize local ceremonies, 

raise funds to sponsor wreaths, and participate in the 

events. We receive no government funding. The cost of 

our programs is paid by individual wreaths sponsors, 

corporate donors and volunteer truckers. They also co-

ordinate veteran services and recognition through a vari-

ety of programs, and provide schools with teaching 

aides for projects throughout the year. 

 

Unit Contacts 

102nd. Composite Squadron 

Contact:  Maj. Jeanne L. Vetter  

401.354.6566   

Email:  jlvetter@hotmail.com   

 

106th. Cadet Squadron  

Contact:  Maj. Donna M. Finch  

401.539.0716  

Email:  finchdonna@hotmail.com  

 

South County Composite Squadron 

Contact:  Capt. David A. Anderson 

860.324.8898 

Email:  danderson@southcountycap.org 

 

West Bay Composite Squadron 

Contact:  1st Lt. Paul D. Lussier 

401.487.0821 

Email:  plussier45@hotmail.com 

 

(WREATHS - continued from page 7) 

mailto:newssubmitcap@gmail.com?subject=News%20Submission
mailto:jlvetter@hotmail.com?subject=Wreaths%20Across%20America
mailto:finchdonna@hotmail.com?subject=Wreaths%20Across%20America
mailto:danderson@southcountycap.org?subject=Wreats%20Across%20America
mailto:plussier45@hotmail.com?subject=Wreaths%20Across%20America


 

9 

      Memorial Day marks the unofficial start of summer, conjuring images of picnics, barbecues or just a lazy day off. 

But originally the holiday was charged with deeper meaning — and with controversy. 

   The exact origins of Memorial Day are disputed, with at least five towns claiming to have given birth to the holiday 

sometime near the end of the Civil War. Yale University historian David Blight places the first Memorial Day in April 

1865, when a group of former slaves gathered at a Charleston, S.C., horse track turned Confederate prison where 

more than 250 Union soldiers had died. Digging up the soldiers' mass grave, they interred the bodies in individual 

graves, built a 100-yd. fence around them and erected an archway over the entrance bearing the words "Martyrs of the 

Race Course." On May 1, 1865, some 10,000 black Charleston residents, white missionaries, teachers, schoolchildren 

and Union troops marched around the Planters' Race Course, singing and carrying armfuls of roses. Gathering in the 

graveyard, the crowd watched five black preachers recite scripture and a children's choir sing spirituals and "The Star-

Spangled Banner." While the story is largely forgotten today, some historians consider the gathering the first Memorial 

Day. (See the photo essay "Our World at War.") 

   Despite scattered celebrations in small towns, it took three more years for the holiday to become widely observed. In 

a proclamation, General John A. Logan of the Grand Army of the Republic — an organization of former soldiers and 

sailors — dubbed May 30, 1868, Decoration Day, which was "designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers or 

otherwise decorating the graves of comrades who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion." On Deco-

ration Day that year, General James Garfield gave a speech at Arlington National Cemetery. Afterward, 5,000 observ-

ers adorned the graves of the more than 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers entombed at the cemetery. (Read a 

TIME cover story on how not to lose in Afghanistan.) 

   At the outset, Memorial Day was so closely linked with the Union cause that many Southern states refused to cele-

brate it. They acquiesced only after World War I, when the holiday was expanded beyond honoring fallen Civil War sol-

diers to recognizing Americans who died fighting in all wars. It was also renamed Memorial Day. Some critics say that 

by making the holiday more inclusive, however, the original focus — on, as Frederick Douglass put it, the moral clash 

between "slavery and freedom, barbarism and civilization" — has been lost. Most Southern states still recognize Con-

federate Memorial Day as an official holiday, and many celebrate it on the June birthday of Jefferson Davis, the Presi-

dent of the Confederacy. But Texas, for one, observes the holiday on Robert E. Lee's birthday, Jan. 19 — which also 

happens to be Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

      With the National Holiday Act of 1971, Congress moved Memorial Day from May 30 to the last Monday in May. But 

critics say guaranteeing that the holiday is part of a three-day weekend promotes relaxation instead of stressing the 

holiday's true meaning. In 1989, Senator Daniel Inouye of Hawaii introduced a bill to move the holiday back to the fixed 

date of May 30. He has reintroduced it in every Congress since then — with no success. 

   While traditional Memorial Day rites have dwindled in many towns, they remain strong at Arlington National Ceme-

tery. Since the 1950s, on the Thursday before Memorial Day, soldiers of the 3rd Infantry Division have placed Ameri-

can flags at each of the more than 260,000 graves there. During the weekend, they patrol around the clock to make 

sure each flag remains aloft. On the holiday itself, every year about 5,000 people turn out to see the President or Vice 

President give a speech and lay a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. And other Americans are encouraged 

to observe in a more solitary fashion. At 3 p.m. local time, according to the 2000 National Moment of Remembrance 

Act, which was passed to emphasize the meaning of Memorial Day, all Americans should "voluntarily and informally 

observe in their own way a moment of remembrance and respect, pausing from whatever they are doing for a moment 

of silence or listening to 'Taps.'" 

What is “Memorial Day” 
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Left: the encampment color guard prepares to lower the flag for the final time at the conclusion of the graduation ceremony. Right: the 2016 

graduating class marches for final review. (Gubala) 

Encampment 2016 
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2016 RI Wing Encampment cadets aboard RI Army National Guard Blackhawk helicopters.  (Boni) 

Camp Varnum, built as a coastal artillery 

base during World War II, served as the 

location for  the 2016 encampment. 

(Boni) 
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Members of Alpha and Delta Flights March to the reviewing Area.  

(Gubala) 

Alpha and Delta Flights at Parade Rest, listening to Col Hill’s address. 

(Gubala) 

Members of the Color Guard, lower and retire the Colors for the day on 

Wednesday 20 Apr 16. (Gubala) 

 

Lt. Col. William H. Stranahan - Encampment Commander 

1st Lt. Paul D. Lussier, Deputy Commander 

Lt. Col. James Bell, Operations Officer 

Lt. Col. Philip Hirons, Safety Officer 

2nd Lt. Daryal Romano, TAC Officer 

C/1st Lt. Christopher Froehlich, Cadet Commander 

C/CMSgt Jacob Vieira, Cadet Executive Officer 

C/SMSgt Jacob Goulet, Cadet First Sergeant 

C/Col Chase S. Boni, Cadet PAO/OIC 

C/SrAmn E. Zachary Bertrand, Support Staff 

C/TSgt Carolyn Lussier, Support Staff 

C/TSgt Joseph Romano. Support Staff 

C/SSgt Nicholas Williams, Support Staff 

 

C/MSgt Wilfred Thomson, Alpha Flight Commander 

C/TSgt Amira Aderibigbe, First Sergeant 

C/Sra Ryan Argyle C/A1C Eric Claros 

C/Amn Corinna Dennen C/A1C Michael Huber 

C/SMSgt Callum McConnell C/SrA Emanuel Montalvo 

C/Amn Michael Pachuta C/Amn Dan Shibu 

C/Amn Timothy Underwood C/Amn Sarah Yagua 

C/TSgt Cailyn Williams 

 

C/SMsgt Nicholas Chamberlain, Delta Flight Commander 

C/TSgt Zachary Fontaine, First Sergeant 

C/SSgt Elliot M. Entin C/Amn Michael Frazetti 

C/Amn Michael Karun C/Amn Fabian Luna 

C/Amn Aiden Meservey C/SrA Nicholas Morits 

C/A1C Cassidy Murphy C/MSgt Kit Oney 

C/Amn Molly Powers C/Charles Steenbergen 

C/A1C Lucas Vargas C/Msgt Abigail Williams 

2016 Encampment Participants 

Photographs courtesy of your hard working PA Staff. (Gubala/Boni)  
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Col. Richard F. Hill, Wing Commander 

Wing Historian  Personnel Officer  Administration Officer 
 

Lt. Col. William Stranahan, III, Wing Vice Commander 

Legislative Squadron Commander  Gov’t. Relations Advisor 
 

Capt. David A. Anderson 

S. County Squadron Commander    Assistant Aircraft Maintenance 
 

1st Lt. Paul D. Lussier 

W. Bay Composite Squadron Commander 
 

Maj. Donna M. Finch 

106th. Cadet Squadron Commander  Director of Logistics 
 

Maj. Jeanne L. Vetter 

102nd. Composite Squadron Commander 
 

Capt. Brian P. Smith 

Director of Safety  Director of Communications 
 

Lt. Col. Philip G. Hirons, Jr. 

Inspector General 

Maj. Robert G. Lisi 

Director of Operations 
 

Lt. Col. Richard E. Courtney 

Dir. of Emergency Services  Dir. of Professional Development 
 

Lt. Col. Eileen M. Rapose 

Director of Aerospace Education 
 

Lt. Col. Karen J. Cooper 

Director of Cadet Programs  Advisor to the Commander 
 

2nd Lt. Robert M. Gubala, Ph.D. 

Director of Recruitment & Retention  Public Affairs Officer 
 

1st Lt. Robert A. Gianopoulos, Jr. 

Transportation Officer  Assistant Director of Emergency Services 
 

Capt. John D. Nisbet 

Standardization/Evaluation Officer  
 

Lt Col James W. Bell 

Director of IT 

Wing Command & Staff Officers 

    

   As we head into 2016, many good things are already happening within the wing. Our personnel are doing more 

training and getting involved in many more events. We are looking forward to our involvement in veteran activities for 

Memorial Day & Veterans’ Day as well as participating in the Rhode Island National Guard Open House and Air-

show (Thunderbirds this year), Leapfest, Balloon Fest, and so many other events. For the first time, our wing has 

participated in the National Guard JROTC Warrior Challenge in April. The Challenge, had wing cadets competing 

against all the JROTC units in the state.  

   This year’s focus in on recruiting and retention. If every member recruits a friend, we would double our numbers 

and expand our program. As I have stated before, we as a team can make this happen. Let’s be safe and have a 

great time doing these trainings and events.       Col. Richard F. Hill, RI Wing Commander 

The Last Word  

Congratulations 
1st Lt. Robert & Frances Gianopoulos 

 

on their wedding, January 16, 2016 
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