Ballistic Parachutes (what are they all about?)

As I am sure you all know the Region theme for safety is “Safety in all that we do”.  In that vein, there is a new and present danger lurking.  We all want to be the first to find and or assist a pilot in distress.  Presently, in the light aircraft community (ultra-lights and small home built aircraft) there are a number of small craft that have been fitted with an emergency parachute system that can be activated by the pilot in case of major structural failure of the aircraft.  When deployed the aircraft floats to the ground causing minimal damage.  Why is this so important today?  Well, for two reasons.  First of all CAP and first responders in general know little about these systems and as the name “Ballistic Parachute” implies there is a rocket that launches the parachute through the skin of the aircraft to where the chute can deploy.  The force of this device is approximately the same as a military RPG (rocket propelled grenade) and it can cause similar damage if anyone were to get in the path of one.

The second reason is that with the new Sport Pilot rule and the associated LSA aircraft, we expect a significant increase in the number of aircraft that are equipped with these systems which means our odds of finding a down aircraft with such a system increase dramatically increase.  Once the chute has been deployed, there should be no risk to ES personnel from the device, but if it has not deployed, great care must be taken to make sure that the cable (trigger) system is not moved.  When an aircraft is damaged the cable can be stretched or otherwise altered which could leave the mechanism right on the edge of firing.  All ES persons who might encounter such a system should attend a briefing session on Ballistic Parachutes like the one given at the NER Region Conference.

Briefings are a great way to review material and present new material to help train our volunteers to skill and knowledge levels that will help keep them out of harms way.

