HURRICANE PREPARATION AND SAFETY TIPS

Learn safe routes inland. Be ready to drive 20 to 50 miles inland to locate a safe place.  Even though you may live on high ground you still could be cut off from everyone by low ground, IE:  Warwick Neck and other places, know your area.
Have disaster supplies on hand. 

· Flashlight and extra batteries 

· Portable, battery-operated radio and extra batteries 

· First aid kit and manual 

· Emergency food and water 

· Non electric can opener 

· Essential medicines 

· Cash and credit cards 

· Sturdy shoes 

Protect your windows. 

· Permanent shutters are the best protection. A lower-cost approach is to put up plywood panels. Use 1/2 inch plywood--marine plywood is best--cut to fit each window. Remember to mark which board fits which window. Pre-drill holes every 18 inches for screws. 

Make arrangements for pets. 

· Pets may not be allowed into emergency shelters for health and space reasons. Contact your local humane society for information on local animal shelters. 

Include all family members in plan. 

· Teach family members how and when to turn off gas, electricity, and water. 

· Teach children how and when to call 9-1-1, police, or fire department and which radio station to tune to for emergency information. 

Develop an emergency communication plan. 

· Make sure that all family members know how to respond after a hurricane. 

· Ask an out-of-state relative or friend to serve as the "family contact." After a disaster, it's often easier to call long distance. Make sure everyone in the family knows the name, address, and phone number of the contact person. 

Here are some tips for avoiding common dangers after a major hurricane: 

· Avoid low-hanging wires and anything touching them. 

· Avoid downed wires, they could be live. 

· Realize that road, bridges, river and canal banks may have been weakened and could collapse. 

· Unless informed that the water is safe, drink bottled water or disinfect drinking water and cooking water. When you brush your teeth, you must also use disinfected water. To disinfect water, boil it for at least 5 minutes or you can add 8 drops of chlorine bleach, without scent or additives, or tincture of iodine per gallon of water. Let water sit for 10 minutes at least before drinking. 

· Because your power may be out for a while, keep fresh batteries in your radio so you can hear weather reports and health advisories. 

· Fill your car with gasoline before a storm because gas pumps may not be operating for days after the storm.. 

· Don't burn charcoal or wood in an enclosed place; it can produce deadly carbon monoxide. 

· When using a chain saw to cut up debris, remember to use it cautiously. If the saw hits a knot in the tree, it can fly back at your body. 

· Be aware high water will drive snakes, animals and insects to high ground. Piles of debris attract snakes. Don't lift debris with your hands. Use the end of a rake or a long stick to lift it or turn it over. If you are inside your home, check behind appliances for snakes. If you find a snake and you are not sure whether it is poisonous, call a wildlife expert to remove it if your phone works. 

· If traffic lights are not working, treat each stop as a four-way stop. Resist the urge to drive around to see what kind of damage has been done to your area. 

· Check the food in your refrigerator for spoilage. 

· If house was partly submerged do not turn electricity on, have an electrician check it out first.

